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Liver diseases primarily caused by hepatotoxic chemicals and pathogens remain a serious problem. In India a number of medicinal plants and their formulations are used for liver disorders in traditional system of medicine and in local health traditions. Some of these plants are evaluated for their hepatoprotective activity against hepatotoxins.

Free radicals and their oxidation products have been detected in most disease states. Free radicals are molecules that are extremely reactive. Free radicals cause single electron transfers and by doing so create a massive change in energy. They   are extremely short lived in the body. However during the period of time they are present they can do untold damage to living system including DNA,proteins,lipids,organells such as mitochondria,golgibodies,and lysosomes.

Any compound natural or synthetic with antioxidant properties that might contribute towards the partial or total alleviations of this ,damage, may have a significant role  in maintaining health when continuously taken as components of dietary foods, spices and drugs. Therefore removing O2_ is probably one of the most effective defences of a living body against diseases.

In this work the antioxidant properties of  Woodfordia fruticosa was studied by in vitro method.The antioxidant study includes the evaluation of OH​​_ scavenging activity,SOD activity and anti lipid peroxidative effect of particular plants. The tested fractions were extracts of petroleum ether, chloroform, aceton, methanol, ethanol,and water. Of these fractions the methanolic fractions showed moderate activities in almost all the parameters studied.this active fraction was again tested by in vivo method.
